THE SUPER SLOW RACE 





By Lixin Luo 


To Bill Doll 
Who understood slowness 
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On a beautiful sunny day at Super-Slow Town, 
Slug, Snail, and Sloth were hanging out in front 
of the town center. 





They boasted about how fast and how far they 
can run. Nobody was convinced. They started to 
dare each other to race, while each of them 
secretly hoped the others would not accept. 


In the midst of the dare, Rabbit walked by and 
heard what they said. 


Rabbit just came from Super-Fast Town for a visit. 
Racing is Rabbit's passion. 


Cheerfully, Rabbit volunteered to be the judge. 
Slug, Snail, and Sloth reluctantly took on the 
challenge. 


Rabbit looked at the town map and proposed the 
path from the town center to Ever-So-Slow Resort 
for the race. “The path is straight and the distance is 
short. It’s 4 kilometers,” Rabbit said confidently. 
Slug, Snail, and Sloth were shocked: None of them 
had run this far before, but nobody was willing to 
admit that in public. 
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Master Cuckoo overheard about the race. 
Her school was on top of the big oak tree 
near the town center. “What a good chance 
for my apprentices to practice some skills!” 
Master Cuckoo thought. 


Master Cuckoo gathered her ten apprentices and 
told them to time and record the race on a map. 


The apprentices cheered for this departure from 
school routine. They divided themselves into two 
groups named Team Kiwi and Team Cherry. This 
way they could have four apprentices to hold a 
Canvas and one apprentice to graph. They would 
take turns to note participants’ location and graph 
once every 15 minutes. 


Once the race started, Rabbit knew that it would 
take her new friends quite some time to finish the 
race. Since she could finish the race in 6 minutes, 
Rabbit didn't rush to the destination. Instead, she 
sat down for a rest. Soon she drifted off. 


When Rabbit woke up an hour later, she looked up 
and saw the Apprentice Cuckoos’ graphs. She 
noticed something wrong. 
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slug was moving further away from the 
destination! 


What happened? 


Rabbit rushed towards Slug. Slug was working 
hard when Rabbit caught up with him. His shirt 
was soaking wet with sweat. Slug was 
devastated when he heard the news. He was 
too focused at the start to notice that he faced 
the opposite direction. 


“Oh well, my friend,” Rabbit offered a solution, 
“We can count the distance that you have run 
and let you have a different finish line.” Slug 
felt so embarrassed that he would rather lose 
the race than admit to his friends that he made 
such a terrible mistake. He just turned around 
and carried on his race. 


“This is quite admirable,” thought Rabbit. 
she sat down to ponder. Soon her jetlag 
kicked in and she dozed off. 


When Rabbit woke up an hour later, she 
looked up and saw the Apprentice 
Cuckoos’ graphs. She noticed something 
wrong again. 
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Snail has barely moved for nearly an 
hour! 


What happened? 


Rabbit rushed towards Snail. She saw Snail 
stuck in a sandy pit. 


Snail had tried to cheat by rolling in his shell 
like a wheel. But he quickly got caught in a 
pit on the road. Having been stuck there for 
a while, he had learned his lesson. He was 
too guilty to admit that he was cheating. He 
just thanked Rabbit and continued the race 
from where he was. 


“What an eventtul race!” Rabbit thought. 
She lay down to relax a bit but she fell 
asleep again. 


Another hour later, Rabbit woke up and 
saw the Apprentice Cuckoos’ graphs. 
she noticed something wrong again. 
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Sloth had not moved much in the past 
hour! 


Did he get caught in a pit too? 


Rabbit ran to Sloth. It turned out that 
Sloth got distracted by an exotic flower 
on the roadside. He had spent more 
than half an hour admiring the flower 
and daydreaming. 


“Oh my,” Rabbit was exhausted and sighed, 
“this race is impossible!” She realized that a 
distance that is short for herself is too long for 
her friends in Super-Slow Town. Also, when a 
race takes too long, many things can happen 
and change the game. 


“| need to make the race appropriate for them,’ 
Rabbit thought. 


Rabbit ended the race and suggested having 
a fixed-time race the next day instead: 
Whoever travels the longest distance in one 
hour will win. 


Everyone felt relieved. 


The race started again the next day. Many 
folks in the town came to watch the race. Even 
Mayor Turtle joined the crowd. 


This time, Rabbit dared not to sleep. She kept 
a close eye on everyone. Master Cuckoo and 
her apprentices recorded each participant's 
location again, once every 15 minutes. Slug, 
Snail and Sloth all tried their best. 


Who won? 
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Slug did! He ran 288 meters in an hour. 
Sloth ranked second with a distance of 248 meters. 
Snail only traveled 48 meters. 


But Mayor Turtle congratulated Snail instead... 


[Rabbit was baffled. ] 


... because being slow Is 
what really matters In 
Super-Slow Town. 


